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Major Findings 


Chapter 1 The N 
E 


volution 
of the Idea 
of Jewish 


Presence in 
al-Aqsa 


Enhancing the Jewish presence in al-Aqsa Mosque was one 
of the pillars of Israeli domestic policy during the Israeli 
political crisis which lasted 18 months and witnessed three 
elections. Temple groups bloc took advantage of the crisis 
to consolidate its position and push its demands forward 
with 21 MKs and 9 out of 33 ministers. 


The Deal of the Century constituted a big leap for 
Temple groups and the national-religious right under 
the leadership of Netanyahu as it adopted the vision of 
the Right as a solution while Temple groups’ aggressive 
position towards al-Aqsa was officially espoused by the 
US in its approach to the Mosque for the first time in the 
history of the conflict. 
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The spread ofthe Corona epidemic came to perpetuate the 
Zionist grip on al-Aqsa and the official Jordanian retreat 
facing it. With the closure of the Mosque, the Occupation 
forces closed all except for two of its gates, isolated the 
Waqf building by closing Bab al-Majlis and controlled 
the entry and exit of Waqf employees, thus acting as an 
authentic administrator of al-Aqsa. 


The Occupation was keen on imposing “simultaneous 
opening” of the Mosque for Muslims and Jews on the same 
day. The Israeli Occupation Authorities (IOA) imposed new 
measures in al-Aqsa including clearing the raiding course 
for settlers, emptying Bab al-Rahma chapel, permitting 
Jewish rituals and trying to consecrate the southwestern 
side to al-Aqsa and Bab al-Silsilah as an additional 
gathering point for extremist Zionists. 


The Israeli courts affirmed the “right” of the Jews to be 
equal with Muslims in al-Agsa, which was built upon later 
as a pledge by the Occupation police to open the Mosque 
for raids on the day it was opened to Muslims after it was 
closed for 69 days due to the spread of the Coronavirus. 
These courts continued to play their pressing role to reclose 
Bab al-Rahma prayer hall. 


The Israeli judiciary maintained its role as a tool to reclose 
Bab al-Rahma and to prepare the floor for spatial division. 
On 2/7/2020, an Israeli court renewed the decision to 
close the prayer hall, which was not exposed except on 
13/7/2020 when the Islamic authorities in Jerusalem issued 
a statement confirming absolute rejection of the decision. 
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Imposing Jewish rituals in al-Aqsa, targeting the Islamic 
Waqf and emptying Bab al-Rahma were the central issue 
for the Occupation police over the period covered in the 
Report. The Occupation police launched a large arrest 
campaign which included Waqf employees and officials in 
the Palestinian Authority (PA) and the Palestine Liberation 
Organization (PLO) as well as Muslim worshipers. 


The national-religious right put all its religious weight in 
a letter published on 7/7/2020 signed by 60 of its senior 
rabbis, as part of their mobilization to storm al-Aqsa on 
the Day of Arafah. The “Sanhedrin” rabbis continued their 
attempt to impose the Passover sacrifice in the Mosque. 


Al-Quds International Institution 


Chapter 2 


Excavations 
and 
Construction 
under al-Aqsa 
and in its 
Vicinity 


Judaizing al-Aqsa and its surroundings has been dominated 
by projects that seek to connect the vicinity of the Mosque 
through air and land transportation network. 


Excavation and building projects proceeded during the 
period covered in the Report despite the Corona pandemic 
where the Occupation spent about $300 million between 
2006 and 2019. 


The IOA established a huge Jewish cemetery, starting 
from the lower end of the ancient cemetery in the Mount 
of Olives to the Silwan Valley, on an area of 16 dunums 
and a depth of 16 meters. 


Israeli settler associations established a biblical museum 
in Silwan, south of al-Aqsa. The museum consists of three 
floors covering an area of 1,390 square meters, in al-Ain 
al-Fouga in Silwan. 
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The land of the Jerusalemite Muhammad al-Abbasi was 
directly targeted throughout the period covered in 
the Report, with the aim of implementing Judaization 
projects, including the “tourist” pedestrian bridge which 
would extend over the lands of Wadi al- Rababa from Ath- 
Thori neighborhood to An-Nabi Daoud area. 


Knesset’s Planning and Construction Commission approved 
the train route which will end at a station planned to 
be established at al-Aqsa’s western wall and which will 
apparently be named for US President Trump. The train 
route includes a part extending under dozens of Palestinian 
homes in the Wadi Hilweh neighborhood of Silwan, to the 
south of al-Aqsa. 


The Planning and Building Committee of the Occupation 
municipality in Jerusalem has approved the structural 
plan for a large settlement project in al-Misrara, Bab al- 
Sahira and Bab al-Amoud, which includes the construction 
of a large settlement center, commercial and operational 
buildings, hotels and settlement units, in addition to 
facilities for the Occupation municipality. 


On 7/7/2020, Temple groups placed a model of the alleged 
“temple” at the entrance to the Moroccan Gate, which 
is the gate designated for raids by Jewish settlers and 
“tourists.” 


Israeli media reported that the Occupation municipality 
in Jerusalem intended to construct a huge wheel in the 
western section of “Armon Hantsev” settler park, which 
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is located on the edge of Jabal al-Mukaber overlooking 
al-Aqsa from the south. The plan includes building 
restaurants, a sculpture park, bike paths and a music 
center in addition to six hotels in front of the park on the 
second side of the street. 


On 4/11/2019, Israel's Housing Cabinet approved the cable 
car plan in the vicinity of al-Aqsa and the Old City. On 
26/7/2020, the Israeli Supreme Court demanded the IOA 
to provide evidence that the project will boost tourism in 
the area in which it will be established, and it set 9/6/2020 
to receive answers. 


On 5/1/2020, Israeli workers completed work on the 
southern wall of al-Agsa (the wall of the Khatania School) 
in the Umayyad Palaces area, claiming its restoration. 


Suspicious holes were discovered in al-Aqsa’s western 
wall, behind the restoration scaffolding installed on it. 
Specialists warned that the Occupation “might use the 
holes to insert drilling and imaging devices.” The danger 
of the Occupation’s actions lies in the fact that behind the 
fence of the southwestern corner lies a large platform 
unknown to Muslim archaeologists, which is the area 
targeted by the penetration. 


A report issued by the National Bureau for Defending Land, 
monitoring settlement and Judaization between 24 and 
30/8/2019, indicated that “Elad” settler association and 
the “Israeli Antiquities Authority (IAA)” were working to 
expand and deepen excavations in the Umayyad Palaces 
adjacent to al-Aqsa’s southern wall. 
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The so-called “Hilltop Youth” extremist group published 
videos depicting the digging of a tunnel located below the 
Moroccan Gate in the Old City's southern wall, and the 
clips show three levels of drilling beneath each other. 


Excavations in the “Pilgrimage Road” tunnel continuedata 
high rate, and Jewish archaeologists claimed that they have 
discovered a historical market in the vicinity of the tunnel 
excavation area. They presented a piece of antiquities 
which, they claim, is a stone table top used to measure 
liquid volumes and weights of traded commodities. 


The IAA, in partnership with “Tel Aviv University,” carried 
out joint excavations in the “Givati Parking Lot,” meters 
away from al-Aqsa’s southern wall, where a pottery seal 
dating back to the Persian era was discovered. According 
to testimonies of some Israeli archaeologists regarding the 
alleged discovery, excavations had been continuing in that 
area for a few months before it was announced. 


The IAA announced the discovery of a mysterious 
underground room system, near the entrance to the 
tunnel under al-Aqsa’s western wall, dating back to the 
early Roman period. The IAA said that the system consisted 
of an open courtyard and two rooms arranged on three 
levels, one on top of the other, connected by carved stairs. 


Pictures published by The Times of Israel on 1/7/2020 
showed that huge excavations were being carried out 
by the IAA and the “Western Wall Heritage Foundation” 
under al-Aqsa’s western wall, below al-Buraq Square, and 
under the “Strauss House” complex, which is located tens 
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of meters from the western side of the Mosque, and these 
excavations are 7-10 meters deep. 


The IOA carried out excavations near Bab al-Khalil, located 
in the Old City's western wall, and at the bottom of the 
wall, in the same area, under the pretext of restoration. 


The IOA continued their excavations in the area adjacent 
to the underground Cotton Cave near Bab al-Amoud and 
below the Old City wall. 


On 9/2/2020, the “East Jerusalem Development Company” 
and the Israeli Ministry of Jerusalem and Heritage 
inaugurated what the Occupation claims to be the Roman 
Square located under Bab al-Amoud in the northern wall 
of the Old City. 


The impact of excavations was evident in the cracks, 
collapses, and visible damage in Jerusalem houses. 
Collapses were concentrated in Silwan, especially in Wadi 
Hilweh neighborhood, as well as in the Bab al-Silsila 
neighborhood adjacent to al-Aqsa, where the IOA handed 
over evacuation notices to 22 Jerusalemite families due to 
cracks in their houses resulting from excavation works. 
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Chapter 3 Imposing 
Jewish Presence 
in al-Aqsa 
and Direct 
Interference 
in its 


Administration 


The number of political incursions reached 8 compared to 
20 in the previous report. 


The number of al-Aqsa intruders during the period covered 
inthe Report reached 28,674 settlers, which is less than the 
number recorded in last year’s report by 2,410 intruders. 


The Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot) showed enhanced efforts 
to mobilize the largest numbers of settlers to participate 
in raiding al-Aqsa. Throughout 14-20/10/2019, about 
3,700 settlers raided al-Aqsa while hundreds of settlers 
performed Talmudic prayers and rituals in the Mosque. 


Temple Organizations launched a campaign to finance their 
activities and incursions, and these organizations focused 
their activities on electronic financing in conjunction with 
the storming season of al-Aqsa. Available data indicated 
that these campaigns aimed to collect donations to cover 
the expenses of raids and cover the salaries of full-time 
activists and intruders. 
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Raiding al-Aqsa on 30/7/2020 reflected the way the 
Occupation facilitated raids as a large number of security 
forceswere deployedin andoutside the Mosque to protect 
settlers. Before raids began, the Israeli police arrested 5 
young men from the courtyards of al-Aqsa and tried to 
empty the courtyards of al-Qibli Mosque from worshipers 
to open the way for settlers' tour. 


The Islamic Endowments Department in Jerusalem 
indicated that the IOA were preventing necessary 
restoration work at al-Agsa, including the restoration 
of the mosaics of the Dome of the Rock in addition to 
lighting and tiling projects, carpeting and others. Also, 
since the reopening of Bab al-Rahma, the IOA have been 
working to prevent any restoration work inside it with 
attempts to circumvent and foil the achievement attained 
in Bab al-Rahma uprising in February 2019. 


The IOA continued to target the employees and officials 
of the Islamic Endowments Department. The Occupation 
targeted al-Aqsa guards with arrest and physical and 
psychological abuse by repeatedly summoning them for 
investigation and banning them from the Mosque for 
varying periods of time, reaching several months. This 
Occupation policy is meant to prevent the guards from 
performing their duty due to the great role they play in 
protecting the Mosque. 
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With the coronavirus crisis, the IOA escalated their 
targeting of the Islamic Endowments Department and its 
employees. On 18/3/2020, the Occupation police summoned 
al-Aqsa Director Sheikh Omar Kiswani for investigation. 
On 21/3/2020, the IOA fined the head of the Endowments 
Council, Sheikh Abdel-Azim Salhab, 5 thousand NIS (about 
$1,440), for not preventing worshipers from performing 
Friday prayers at al-Agsa. 


The number of Muslims banned from al-Aqsa Mosque 
reached about 306, and the banning decisions included 
worshipers and employees of the Endowment Department. 
Banning worshippers is meant to intimidate them and 
force them into accepting Israeli aggression against the 
Mosque. 
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Chapter 4 N 
sl The Stances 


towards the. 
Developments ` ` 
in al-Aqsa Y. 
4 


First: On the Palestinian level 


a. The Palestinian factions 


Palestinian forces and factions called for a massive uprising 
and the release of the hand of the Resistance in the West 
Bank in defense of Jerusalem and al-Aqsa Mosque. 


These forces and factions showed a unified position regarding 
the Deal of the Century and stressed the need to develop a 
national strategy that would meet ensuing dangers. 


Palestinian factions sought to end the internal division 
in order to confront projects seeking to liquidate the 
Palestinian issue. 


Most factions called on the PA leadership and its security 
apparatus to put words into action, stop security 
coordination, launch a comprehensive state of struggle 
to confront Judaization and annexation plans and to end 
agreements with the Occupation. 
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The weekly Marches of Return in the Gaza Strip, in which 
Jerusalem and al-Aqsa were present, were one of the most 
important developments that worried the Occupation. 


b. The Palestinian Authority and the Palestine Liberation 
Organization 


The impotence of the Palestinian leadership was evident 
in its rhetoric, stances, and performance which failed to 
meet the escalating Israeli aggression. The steps it took 
were superficial as compared to the gravity of the Israeli 
aggression supported by the US. 


The Palestinian leadership affirmed its rejection of the 
Deal of the Century and the Israeli annexation plan, and 
it confirmed the decision to freeze contact with the IOA 
and not to meet with American officials. Also, it affirmed 
its adherence to its vision of peace through negotiations. 


The PLO Executive Committee decided to terminate 
agreements and understandings with Israel and the Trump 
administration, including security coordination. 


Security coordination with the Occupation continued in a 
scene reflecting the Palestinian leadership’s isolation from 
the aspirations of the Palestinian people. 
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c. Jerusalemites and Palestinians of the 1948 occupied 
territories 


The Jerusalemites and the Palestinians of the 1948 
occupied territories recorded a milestone in resisting 
the Judaization operations of the Holy City, and they 
formed the first line of defense in the face of repeated 
Israeli aggression targeting al-Aqsa, which contributed to 
limiting the implementation of the Zionist schemes in the 
Mosque and hindering plans to divide it temporarily and 
spatially. 


The Jerusalemites and the Palestinians of the 1948 
occupied territories thwarted the Occupation’s attempts 
to close al-Aqsa and impose a new reality, and they forced 
the Occupation forces to open its gates. 


Jerusalem activists copied al-lbrahimi Mosque “Great 
Dawn” initiative as thousands of Jerusalemites performed 
the dawn prayers in al-Aqsa on Fridays every week, 
and after the completion of the prayer, they toured 
the neighborhoods of the Old City amid cheers and 
glorifications. 


For the fourth year in a row, the annual “al-Aqsa in 
Danger” festival was absent, after it had been held for 20 
years at the initiative of the Islamic movement in the 1948 
occupied territories. 
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Second: Jordan 


Jordan's position was based on demanding the Occupation 
to “stop its practices” in al-Agsa while reaffirming Jordan's 
adherence to its custodianship of the Mosque. 


Jordanian officials declared their rejection of Israeli 
violations targeting the holy sites and unilateral measures 
which threaten Jerusalem and affect its Arab and Islamic 
identity. 


Jordan stressed its rejection of the Israeli violations in 
al-Aqsa and affirmed that it would continue to make all 
efforts to preserve the existing historical and legal status 
in Jerusalem and to confront any attempts targeting the 
temporal or spatial division of the Mosque. 


Israeli strategic estimates indicate a decline in Jordanian- 
Israeli relations as was confirmed by King Abdullah Il and 
Prime Minister Omar Razzaz. 


Third: The official Arab and Islamic level 


The period covered in the Report witnessed significant 
decline in official Arab and Islamic interest in the Palestinian 
issue despite the continuing aggression against al-Agsa 
Mosque. 


The positions of the League of Arab States and the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation continued to be 
weak, and no practical steps were taken to face the Israeli 
aggression targeting al-Agsa. 


Al-Quds International Institution 


Waves of normalization with the Occupation have 
escalated, especially from some Arab Gulf states, which 
have been in line with the American approach to liquidate 
the Palestinian issue. 


Turkey remarkably rejected the Occupation aggression in 
Jerusalem and al-Agsa, and Ankara assumed an important 
role in highlighting the suffering of the Palestinian people 
and the crimes of the Occupation. 


Fourth: The official international position 


International reactions to the Israeli aggression against 
al-Aqsa revealed expressions of anxiety, condemnation 
and warning as well as an inclination to treat the victim 
and the aggressor equally. 


The UN Security Council failed to achieve the minimum 
Palestinian hopes, and it did not succeed in issuing a 
statement condemning the Israeli violations in al-Aqsa. 


International positions varied regarding the Deal of the 
Century, the details of which were announced by Trump 
in January 2020, but most positions were against the plan. 


Fifth: The popular level 


Popular movements kept al-Aqsa present among peoples’ 
concerns to some extent. 


The lack of interaction in the Arab street with the 
developments in Palestine, Jerusalem and al-Aqsa is due 


www.alquds-online.org 


Eye on Al-Aqsa 1/8/2019 -1/8/2020 


to the fact that the spaces of freedom greatly deteriorated 
in the Arab countries, especially after the Arab Spring. 


On the level of normalization, the rejection of relations 
with the Occupation continues to dominate the Arab and 
Islamic street. 


Recommendations 


1. The PA and the PLO are demanded to transform the 
rejection of the Deal of the Century into a national 
program based on facing the Occupation and its 
supporters. 


2. The Palestinian factions and resistance forces are demanded 
to build on the Great Dawn initiative, and to revive popular 
resistance in Jerusalem. 


3. Jordan is demanded not to be involved in any step 
which makes the Occupation a partner in al-Agsa and 
to embrace the strong popular messages from the 
Jerusalem masses rejecting any role for the Occupation 
in the Mosque as popular position remains the basis 
of legitimacy in al-Agsa. Also, Jordan is demanded to 
escalate efforts to protect Bab al-Rahma and prevent 
any Israeli attempts to close it. 


4. Arab governments which have embraced the normalization 
course are demanded to reconsider their position given its 
catastrophic reverberations on the Palestinian issue. 
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5. On the popular level, there is need for launching 
popular initiatives to support the Jerusalemites and al- 
Aqsa in addition to putting pressure on governments 
to terminate any normalization endeavors and not to 
be a part of the Deal of the Century. 


www.alquds-online.org 


Lebanon - Beirut - Hamra - Sarolla 
Bldg.11*" Floor 
& € 00961-1-751725 
 00961-1-751726 
aasma p lal ig 113-5647 yA 
k sa info@alquds-online.org 
® www.alquds-city.com 


